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" ADVISER TO
"ARABS HERE
""To Study System
. In Malay States

' BRITISH OFFICIAL’S | .
1 MISSION

'.[N order to atudy the s);::.!em 0.: . K“m
|ufoemmant n the vniedorated TN

Y ting & aimilar aystegm fn the
dadramaut Siates of Arabin, Mr.
#,'‘H. Ingrams, British Resident at
i Hakalla, part of tho Aden Protectn-
; ‘ate and Adviser to the ‘Sultans of

e Hadramaut, arrived at Singa-
xore this orping by and P. and O.
iner Chitral.

! sountry to visit the Federsted and |}
. Unfedcrated Malny States.

Hea will make contact with Malayan
irab communitics, who como milmoat |
wmithouwt exception from Hatdamaut.
Later he will visit Java and India.

Afr. Ingrams was met on orrivol by"
Vesars. B. Y. ANN, S, M. H. AlkaiT and
3. M. Alkeft.

., Britain had only bsen invited in
. :stablish o protectarato in Hadramaut |
' within the last twd or three yeara and
"It was iargely thrcugh the efforta of
Syed Abubakar bin Shelk Alkaf.|
C.B.E. formerly of 8ingapore, that It
" had come about, nald Mr. Ingrama,
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Directie Verre Oosten ( DIRVO ) aan Britse Consul Batavia 10 June 1948.
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(1). Advise Nederlansch-Indische Deviezenistituut ( NIDI ) aan gouverneur-generaal,
1 April 1949, Antwoord DIRVO aan Britse consul Batavia, 10 June 1948,

(2). Advise NIDI aan gouverneur-generaal, 12 July 1948; MemorandumVan
Niewnhuijze aan DIRVO, 14 December 1948.
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(1). also Memorandum Aantekening voor DIRVO, 5 October 1948; Memorandum
Van Nieuwenhuize aan DRIVO, 14 December 1948. See also Memorandum Van
Nieuwenhuize aan De Villeneuve, 26 May v1948,

(2). Memorandum Van Nieuwenhuize aan Directeur Kabinet, 4 January 1949; Kabinet
van de Hoge Vertegenwoordinging van de Kroon, 14 February 1949; Memorandum
van Kabinet van de Hoge Vertegenwoordinging van de kroon aan Jhr. Baud, 24
February 1949; DIRVO aan gezant Jiddah, 2 March 1949, Kabinet van de Hoge
Vertegenwoordinging aan DIRVO, 5 March 1949,
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The article is based mainly on correspondenc between the Dutch envoys
in Jeddah, Coloial Government bodies in Batavia and ministries in the
Hague found in the Arsip Nasional Republik Indonesia ( ANRI) In Jakarta.
The letters, advice, memoranda and reports reffered to all belong to no.
1607 of the “Inventaris of the algemene secretair, 1944 . 1950” [Inventory
of the General Secretary, 1944 _ 1950).

1. Dingemans, H.H.(1973). Bill Allah’s Buren [ Near Allah’s neighbor].
Rotterdam: Ad. Donker.

2_Lekon c. (1997). The impact of remittances on the economy of
Hadramaut, 1914 _ 1967. In Freitag U. & Clarence-Smith W.G. ( Eds. ),

Hadrami Traders, scholar, and statesmen in the Indian Ocean, 1750s to
1960s ( pp.264 _ 280 ). Leiden: Brill.
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(1). 1 am indebted to the following individual for testimonies and matrials: Habeeb
Hussain Fikri al-Aydarus; Ustaz Ghouse Khan Surattee; Habeeb Abdul Rahman
Al-Habshi; Abdullah Ahmed Alattas; Syarifah Rauda Said Salikin; Syarifah
Kamariah; Mohammed Ahmed Ridwan; Ahmed Muhammed Alattas; Ustaz Abu
Zaki Yusof; Habeeb Hassan Al-Khateeb; Habeeb Hassan Alattas; and Ustaz
Ahmed Sunhaji. Special thanks are due to Nile Green and Geof fery Robinson for
reading a draft of this article.

(2). See also a detailed column on a manslaughter litigation where in Habeeb Noh is
referred to as “Nabi Noh™ ( 1866b ).
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(1). Some exceptions include David Edwards’ ( 1989 ) work on Winston chrehill’s
much-reviled “Hudda Mullah” (d. 1897 ), the “mad faqir “ from the west of Swat;
and Nile Green’s ( 2009; 2008; 2005 ) recent work on Banne Miyan, a majzub in
colonial Hyderabad (d. 1921 ).
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(1). JTam greatful to Marimuthu Aboo Kandasamy for heiping me with this translation.
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(1). Surattee ( personal communication, August 2008 ) has shared testimonies on Habeeb
Noh’s re-settlement and acquisition of new devotees during this “catastrophic™ episode.
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(1).Iam greatful to Torsten Tschacher for discussing the variety of available newspaper
reports.

(2).R.O. Winstedt ( 1924, pp.275_276 ) comments on the insidious Kinsmen of Habeeb
Noh who were spreading throughout Malaya. Also see Mallal, 957, pp.140 _ 141.
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(1). Narrated by Habib Noh's former shrine’s custodian, Hassan al-Khatib (as cited in
said, 1993m pp.10,21 . 22). '
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(1). This oral tradition narrated by Habeeb Noh's grandson Habeeb Noh bin Abdullah bin
Ahmed Salakin al-Habshi, was transmitted by Ridhwan ( personal communication,
August 2008 ) and Sharifah Kamariah, Pulau Penyengat ( personal communication,
August 2009 ) for wan Madjit's testimony, see Singapore Free press, 1866b.

(2). For example, see Stamford Raffles’ ( as cited in Buckley, 1902, p.96) and John
Crawfurd’s ( 1830, p, 46 ) diatribes against the cult at Iskandar Shah’s (d. 14207 )
mausoleum. Also refer to Munshi Abdullah’s (2008 [1849], p.386) account
of Farquhar’s ascension of the scared hill hosting Iskandar Shah's tomb, Bukit
Larangan ( Prohibited Hill ) to hoist the Union Jack, rename it “Government Hill”
and dliver a gun salute.
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(1). This information is also based on conversations with a descendant and hagiographer
of Habeeb Hussein, Habeeb Hussein Fikri bin Abdullah bin Abubakar Alaydarus
{ personal communication, August 2009 ).

(1). This information is based upon, firstly, conversations with Surattee ( personal
communication, August 2008 ) wherein he explained his methodology in writing
Habeeb Noh's history; and secondly, the various testimonies that were silenced
(and which I was adviced against believing by the sheikh-historian ), Also see
Said, 1993, p.XiV.
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(1). This is prominent in the hagiographies, unpublished recordings and the
aforementioned short encyclopedia entry on Habib Noh, this information is based
on interview from March 2008 to august 2009 with devotees, Sofi elders and Habib
Noh’s descendant in Singapore, Pulau Penyengat and Jakarta.

(2). Anecdotes transmitted by Surattee ( personal communication, August 2009 ) and

Ridhwan ( personal communication, August 2008 ). Also see Singapore Free press,
1866as Alattas, n.d.
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(1).Said ( 1993, pp.18 - 20 ) documents the Malaysian sheikh Muhammed Abu Bakar's
claim that his sheikh, Muhammed Said, was with Habeeb Noh in an outer-world,
Bukit Qhauf, interceding with God on behalf of Malay-Muslim devotees; here,
walis like Habeeb Noh were more intimate with God than prophet Muhammad,
Furthermore, the Sejarah Hidup Muhammad Suhaimi relates how the Prophet
Muhammad listened to Habeeb Noh and entered the Malaysian sheikh Muhammad
Suhaimi’s house ( as cited in Said, 1993, p.18).

(2). This information is based on conversation with various Sufi elder such as Habib
Abdul Rahman M. Alhabshi ( Ketua Islamic Center Indonesia and Imam Maljlis
Dzikir SBY Nurussalam, and descendant of the nineteeth-century saint buried in
Jakarta, Habib Ali Al-Habshi ) ( Personal communication, June 2008 ).
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(1). This information is derived from the testimonies of the preview custodian of
Habeeb Noh’s mausoleum, Habib Hassan al-Khatib ( personal communication ),
and Ustaz Abu Zaki Yousof ( personal communication, August 2008 ).
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(1). This information is derived from the testimonies of the preview custodian of
Habeeb Noh’s mausoleum, Habib Hassan al-Khatib ( personal communication )
and Ustaz Abu Zaki Yousof ( personal communication, August 2008 ).
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(1). This chapter is a shortened version of an article that appeared in Archipel ( Paris,
1997, pp.61 _ 84 ) I would like to thank Imam Habib Hassan Al-Attas in Singapore
for his patience in providing me with genercous information about his family
background and his mosque, I am most thankful to Naimah Talib formerly of
the institute of southeast Asian studies Singapore, who commented thoroughly on
the paper and provided me with references on the Arabs in southeast Asia. I have
shared intensive discussions with Professor Yusof A. Talib National University
of Singapore, to whom I am also very thankful, 1 have also corresponded with
professor Werner Ende, the university of Freiburge, Germany, and would also
like to thank Sharon Siddique for reading the paper. Finally, 1 would like to thank
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(1). I came to know Imam H. Hassan during my first stay in Singapore between 1990 _
1992.1 have conducted a series of long interviews with Imam H. Hassan and meeting
during the months of October to November 1994, and checked back with him about
the accuracy of the information at various meetings during the months March to
May 199.1 Also attended the ceremony of the hawl in 1991and various Thursday
evening prayers at his mosque. The language used in interviews was mainly English,
but it was filled with and quite often intruded upon by a large body of AHasani
Arabic terminology. In fact, my field notes are a mixture of bot language.
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(1). The sharif ( plur. Ashraf ), saiyid ( sadah ) are titles used for the Hasani branch
of the prophet’s of fspring, see Robert Bertram Serjeant. ( 1957). The Saiyids of
Hadramout. London: luzac and Co. Imam Hassan added that the term said equally
applies to the Hasani branch.

(2). Regardless of Imam H. Hassan’s open mind toward marriage, I have nevertheless

noticed that when people visit his house. They still perpetuate the tradition of
bending and kissing his hand.
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(1). For further details about mosques in Singapore see W.K. Che man. ( 1991 ). The
Administration of Islamic institutions in non-Muslim States: the case of Singapore
and Thailand, Southeast Asian Studies Progam, Institute of Southeast Asia Studies,
Singapore, p.12.

(2). Van Der Meulen, D & Von Wissmann, H. ( 1964 ). Hadramout, Some of its
Mystreie Unveiled, Leiden: E.J. Brill, p.90.
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(1). Imam H. Hassan added new advantages in the significance of consulting such
volumes, namely, to avoid marriage of brothers and sisters living in different
countries ( from Hadramaut and Southeast Asia, for instance) and to settle
inheritance and family matters,



151 Ll )2 g slasily pasons 3 Slalge]  sdigll el 5 gl

ot ¢ b o1 ¢ e 2 G3ke A e Dl gm aal Agr a5 Wh ol
w‘owoe‘ﬂu.éoe*woe‘w‘o—:ﬂﬁ'ww‘w
el el 0 1916/ 1334 ole b5 ¢ pllaadl e Il e o2 ¢ yas
St e Mireay Bitony - ol b 82l o 25U J2e £ oY e
JEI N (FERCy (R EL Bl P RN PN NS - EPRTTRRRRS O [
A @ g drey oy 5 L 0] dems ozl o) ¢ S 15l g
JJ#‘LJLJ:L‘po;J_hJi_,Z.«uL..JI&bbu.c;l_,;ﬂc,_aLg.,@JsrLJ
o G e P2 ittt Jal o ezely o P ls g ematy . Letoy Ll s
o) 0 O] o el oL B L SLT e 23] SU YT e e 550
UJ:GH‘QIﬁaé%MJ\?im.G%.UI%l‘.o.o‘b(.JL..ao.gM
Sl ol 8] BUSG 5yl j25 ¢ p 1935 ple L5l B Gikn o)
Biny ¢ Slpiw g 3dad 530 (B o1 o L s} o) Jos 25 sy
- c ol amee o Al e Sl e 5L Y 3

(1). For a discussion of the variability and complexity of the concept of Baraka and
its relationship to modernity in the middle east, see Michael Gilsenan, ( 1982).
Recognizing Islam, London and Sydney: Croom and Helm. See in particular chapter
four and five.

(2). Concerning the concept of Ahl-al-Kashf in Hadrami culture and their supernatural
ability to read throughts and guess events in their absence, see Van Den Berg,
L.W.C. (1886 ). Le Hadramout et les colonies Arabes dans I'Archipei Indien.
Batavia: imprimerie du Gouvernement p.94, See Also Serjeant, op. cit.

(3). It is interesting to note here that Habeeb Abdullah b. Muhsin Al-Attas of bogor
is the grandfather of the known Malaysian sociologist Syed Hussein Alatas and
specialist in Islam in southeast Asia, Syed Muhammed Naquib Al-Attas.
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(1).In fact, whenever I rode with older - generation Malay taxi drivers in singapore,
they all spoke with reverence about Syed Mohammed bin salen al - Attas and his
Baraka, two taxi drivers said that they went to see him regularly for problems.
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(1). Ugud al-amas, p.22.

(2). 1bid,

{3). Uqud al-amas, p.23.

(4). Uqud al-amas, p.24

(5). Imam Hassan maintains an open house for guests during religious feasts.

N g
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(1). Al-Attas has pointed out that the silsilah in tassawuf in the tariqa al-"alawia is
also genealogy through which the father instructs the son. Syed Naguib al-Attas.
(1963 ). Some aspects of Sufism as Understood and practiced Among the Malays.
Malaysian Sociological Research Institute, Singapore.
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(1). According to Imam H. Hassan, there are three types of ijazah ( permission ) in the
tariqa.
1.1jazah al-musafaha ( ijazah obtained through hand shaking ).
2 . ljazah al-mushabaqah ( ijazah obtained through rubbing the hand).
3 . ljazah al-tasbih ( ijazah obtained through remembrance of god ). Imam H. Hassan
incorporated nevertheless other ijazahs as the ijazaht al dhikr.
In addition, there is the Libas al-Khirqah ( Hadrami dialect ), Khirka ( the symbolic
sufi mantel, the symbol of Baraka ), in material terms the leader, Shaih and initiator
removes the Kufiyya ( head dress ) from the initiated student’s head and puts it on.
He then puts it back on the intiated and would sometimes uiter “albasnak wa lam
nulbis ghayraka”-“I dressed you and dress nobody else but you”. The encyclopedia of
Islamignate libas al-K hirqa as the rough woolen robe, a rag or dischcloth which was
worn by the pious ascetics. See Libas, Encyclopedia of Istam, new edition. Leiden:
E.J. Brill; London: Luzac and co.s Vol.5, p.737.
Al-Taha ( 20 ):52.
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(1). Denya Lombard refer equally to the hawl in the context of pesantren ( board
in religious schools) culture in Java, when the students returnto the original
mother-pesantren during various feasts, after having established pesantren
branches, He points to the fact that this phenomenon maintains religious network,
Denys Lombard Le Carrefour Javanais, Essais d’histoire Giobale, Edditions de
I'Ecole des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales. Tome I, Paris, pp.119

See “Attar ( 1993:1800 for the Persian original and attar ( 1998:290 ) for the English
translation.
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(1). Pertubuhan Kebajikan Islam Malaysia or PERKIM was created by Tunku Abdul
Rahman in 1960 as the All-Malaya Muslim Organization, its aim was to propagate
Islamic teachings and to be involved in social activities. For more information about
PERKIM and its relation to his Malaysian government, see Hussin Mutalib. ( 1990).
Islam and ethnicity in malaya politics. Singapore: Oxford university press, pp.8 - 98.
See al-Hujweriy, 1997:23.
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(1), According to Imam H. Hassan, Malays seem to suffer most from high rates of
divorce, drug addiction and familial problems.
See al-Hujweri, 1997:286.
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(1). Al-Attas Observes that ibn Abbas noted that the term insane is derived from nasiya.
This he said with reference to the following verse of the Qur’an: "And indeed We
made a covenant with Adam before, but he forgot, and we found on his part no
firm will-power." Al-Taha (20 ): 115. Seec Al-Attas ( 1990:3 ).
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(1). See ‘Attar ( 1993:180 for the Persian original and attar ( 1998:290 ) for the English
translation.

(2). See al-Hujweri, 1997:23

(3). See al-Hujweri, 1997 286.
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(1). The pun is on the word si ( thirty ) murgh ( birds ) and the name simurgh.
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(1). The term alam melayu generally refer to territorial network of genealogically
related Malay kingdoms as shown in map 1. The Malay world, Malay archipelago
and the austronesian language group. These countries currently include locations in
peninsularMalaysia including Singapore, the east and southern coast of Sumatra
(Jambi, Padang, Siak, Deli, Palembang ) the coastal area of Borneo ( Sabah and
Sarawak ( East Malaysia ), Brunei and westwards to Ban jarmasin, Pontianak ( south
and west Kalimantan-Indonesian ) and Riau Lingga Archipelago ( Indonesia ) and
southern Thailand.
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(1). Capwell ( 1995:80) describes the multiform nature of the Gambus as two
distinctive types of plucked lutes bearing the same name which are also found in
Indonesia.

(2). The Gambus usually performed with the use of three or more marwas or kompang
instruments. Marwas are small double-headed frame-drums, which come in three
sizes. Two skins on each side of the marwas cover the instruments, which have a
diameter of between 14 and 20 cm. It is laced with leather and has metal studs nailed
around its frame. Goarskin is used for the membrane and jackfruit-wood is used
for the frame of the instrument. Kompang are single-headed frame-drums and they
also come in three dif ferent sizes. Their sizes coud rang from 15 to 40 cm. The frame
is also made from jackfruit-wood and the membrane is from goat skin and cowhide.
The marwas is used mainly in the zapin ensemble whereas the kompang is used
extensively in many Malaya music generes, most importantly in Malay wedding
processions and in the welcoming eremonies ( Hilarian: 2009 ).
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(1). The Hornbostel and sachs category for these lutes would be: 321. 321 "Nicked bowl
lute”, a classification the Gambus Hadramaut shares with the European lute, Greek
bozouki, Chinese pipa, Arabic ‘ud and many other instruments. As for the Gambus
Melayu, it can be classified under 321. 32 "Necked lutes-the handle [ attached to or
curver from the resonator, like a neck”, translated by Baines and Wachmann ( 1961 ).

(2).1am greatful to Mr Pierre d’Hercouville for this photograph. .

(3). professor Christian Poche told me that the Gambus Malayuis propably from th Yemeni
qambus ( personal communication: 4 July 1990) in Abbaye de Royaumont, France.
The widely disseminated qanbus has various names: gabbus [ Gambusi ] in Zanzibar,
gabbus in Oman, gabbusi or Gambusi in Cooros Archipelago, gabus in Saudi Arabia
and Kabosa in Madagascar. These type of skin-billied Iute instruments are also known
as kibangala or tarrab in mombasa and in the coastal areas of Kenya. Poche concluded
that the term "qanbus” derive from the root "q-n", often fround in musical vocabulary
of semitic language. The drooping of the "n" from qanbus to qabus has led to erroneous
speculation that the word originated as a mutatuin of the Turkish kopusm ( gopus,
qupus ) a long-necked lute ( baglama, saz ) described by farmer ¢ 1967:209 ) and sachs
(1940:252 ). See the new grove dictionary of musical instruments ( Poche: 1984:168 ),
Also see Poche, Musique de monde Arabe (1994 ),

(4). German ethnomusicologist Curt Sachs was probably the first Wuropean scholar
to have used the word "Gambus"in his 1913 German publication of "Reallexikon
der Musikinstrumente' (p.152) Georg Olm Verlagsbuchandlung Hildesheim 1964
Nachdruck der Ausgabe, Berlin 1913 mit Genehmigung des Verlag Max Hesse. Later,
Dutch ethnomusicologist JaapKunst used the word Gambus in an article in 1934,
describing the Gambus as a plucked pear-shaped lute. He concluded that the Gambus is
fairly common throughout the entire Malay archipelago in strict Islamic areas. Kunst
described it as having seven strings: three double-strung pair and one low single string
(1934 ). In another article Kunst also mentioned that its ( Gambus ) country of origin
was the Hadramaut region of Yemen where it is known as quopuz. This article appeared
in “Two thousand years of South Sumatra Reflicted in its Music" ( 1952 ). Both reprints
also appeared in Indonisian Music & Dance published by the Royal Tropical Institute/
Tropenmusem University of Amesterdam/ Ethnomusicologist centre "Jaap Kunst",
( 1994:170; 237).
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(1). The etymological links to the term "Gambus" and “viola da gamba” have been
puzzling to ethnomusicologists. The Grove Dictionary for Music and Musicans ( vol:
19: 1980: 814 ) says that the derivative of the word Gambus is "obscure" and suggests
it may have come from an Italian word to describe the early Euoropean bowed-lute.
However, I would argue that the Malay Arabic and Turkish link seems equally
possible.
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(1). These Mala dictionaries ( Kamus Bahasa Melayu and Kamus Dewan ) describe the
word Gambus although not quite accurately as a six-stringed lute of Arabian origin.
With hindsight, the word Gambus has no roots in Bahasa Melayu, this has been
confirmed by the member of the Malay language Unit at Nanyang Technological
University/ National Institute of education, Singapore ( personal communication:
1997 ).

(2). Professor Henry Farmer states that Persian lexiconographers drived the word from
bar ("breast”) and bat ("duck" ) because its shape was like the breast of a duck.
He also mentioned that eleventh century Arab scholar MA jd al-Din Isn alAthir
(d .1210) said it was "beause the playersupon its places it against his breast"
( 1931a:95 ). Dr Jean Lambert commented that there is no historical or iconographical
evidence to show how the barbat looks and historical treatises on the barbat are no
explicit enough to draw conclusions about how it may appeard (in a letter to me
commenting on my research: December 1999 ). [ will argue that the depiction shown
in plate (iii [a ] Sassanian lute player ) provides convincing evidence of the Persian
lute barbat. The author is greatful to the British Museum for the use of this picture.



TR 3 i slasily pesons b Slle] | ghigll Samall B polandl 184

g BU I M B e peddaae $ys U5 05 g Sl 055 L
L VU DU FOUNPONPUN DY QUUPE ) Il IORNELY ) 5 PR P
e ¢ 5 ARSI JSLE W (g e pLadl 3 padl fnS g RS 0555 Lay
P (1) K iy LS (C) Sy PS5 ol (oobist mry ¢ ddal e
L plilly Lo 2]l g\ﬂ._ech._aJ;-Jg;g_;;M(l)Jg_;lsgup
- 3l Adad o L gl YN 5,

C o J8 bt i (1) Y

(1). This point about the probable Arabic word "Gambus" being borrowed by the
Malays to describe the Persian lute was unanimously the opinion expressed by Malay
language specialists an Nanyang Technological University/ National Institute of
eduation in Singapore ( personal communication: April 1997),

(2). While visiting the British museum, 1 came across a silver plate [see Plate (iii
[a]) showing a banqueting scene from the third to seventh century Sassanian Peiod
(Persia [Iran]). This is the only evidence of the "barbat” in visual from that I
have seen ( 16 May 2001 ). The design o the plate depicted a musician playing a
lute-type instrument that looked similar to the Gambus Melayu. This could also be the
lute-type instrument that farmer, During ( 1984 ) and zonis ( 1973 ) were referring
to as the barbat from Persia. Similar lute unstruments to those of the Sassanid
period were also found during the Greco-Gandhara [ see Plate (iii [b]) period (c.
J00A.D. ) This picture of the Gandhara lute was taken from Sachs ¢ 1940:plate IX
{B): 160 ) and Marcuse ( 1975:410 ). These pictorial facts on the barbat are some of
the conclusive evidence, which match the documentary descriptions. "
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(1). To assume the claim made by Sachs that the instruments may have been introduced
into the Malay Archipelago as carly as the seventh century lacks convencing
historical evidence and his claim is too far-fetched ( 1940 ). However there are
tangible historiographical sources sighting Arab/Persian trading activities to
support my hypothesis of a later arrival [ see Andaya and Andaya ( 1982 ); Alatas
(1985 ) Mohad. Taib Osman ( 1988 ) Hourani { 1995 ); and Hoeken ( 2002 )] with
those histori al records, | am more convinced of the ninth century arrival of these
instruments rather than the seventh century.

(2). Summary of papers on "Hadrami Diaspora" were discussions in the conference at
al-Wehdah ( The Arab Association of Singapore ) on 20 August 1995Spreakers were:
Dr. Farid Alatas, Alwiyah Abdul Aziz, Harasha bte. Khalid Banafa and Heikel bin
Khalid Banafa. Also see Muslim World 75 nos. 3 _ 4, ( Alatas: 1985:163 ).
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(1). Alatas mentioned in an article, "Nites on Various Theories Regarding the Islamization
of the Malay archipelago” that the Arab historians and geographers of the ninth century
knew of th existence of the Srivijaya Empire ( Indonesia ) which included large parts of
the Malay archipelago. Ya'quibi, for example, writes of the trading connections etween
kalah. Abu Zayd of Siraf ( d.916 ) said Kalah lay half way between China and Arabia
and mentioned Kalah as a prosperous town inhabited by Muslims from India and Persia.
Another tenth century source by Ismail b. Hasanmentioned this region in a condensed
nautical treatise, as a work based in part ono travels in the Malay archipelago ( Muslim
world 75:nos: 3_4:1985:163 _4 ). However, historians Andaya and Andaya describe the
Muslim trading colony of Kalah as being in the northern part of the Malay peninsular
(1982:51). Kalah bar, probably at the modern Kedah state ( north) of peninsula
Malaysia and Tuiman ( Pulau Tioman-east sidr of Peninula Malaysia ) became important
ports in the 10" century for Arab traders ( Hourani: 1995:71 ), Hueken mentions that
during the ninth century, Kalah ( known to the Chinese as Ko-lo ) became important
to the Arab seafares who, together with the Persians, traded there with Chinese and
Mala‘y merchants as a described by Ibn Khurdadhbih ¢ 2002:13 ), All these facts support
th evnqence of Muslims from Persia, Arabia and India, inhabitingsome of the important
ports in the malay archipelago since the ninth century. Hence, this farther supportrs
the likelihood of the ninth century dissemination of Gambus lute-type instruments to
this region.

(2). Shiloah mentions in his writing that the ‘ud wa invited by a Persian philosopher Ibn
Hidjdja (b.1366 _ d.1434 ) who called it a barbat ( 1979: 180 ).

(3). The description given by JeN During in the New Grove Dictionary of Musical
Instrumenta closely identifies the barbatwith the Gambus Melayu. However, During
did not say where the barbat came from but he did say: "The barbat had four silk string,
sometimes doubled, tuned in 4* apd plucked with a plectrum... at an early date it was
expoted to Arabia via Ai-Hira on the Ephrates. The North African kwitra and Arab ‘ud
can be considered descendant of the barbat as can the Chinese pipa and Japanese biwa"
( 1984: No. 1:156).
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(1). Jean Lambert described in his book La medicine de | ame that the qanbus from
Yemen has three doule - course strings tuned progressively in forth except for the
low single string which is tuned an octave lower to the high double _ course strings
(1997: 90). The tuning in forths is similar to most Gambus of alam melayu.
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(1). Photograph is courtesy of Rafiq al-Akuri.
(2).1 am greatful to Mr Samir Mokrani for this photograph.
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(1). By the fifth century, the barbat was used by Byzantine and Persian singing girls. The
Arabic ‘ud appeard in Mecca in the sixth century ( Marcuse: 1975:413 ).

(2). Farmer ( 1931a ) concludes that the old pear-shaped barbat type lute, without a definite
neck continued to exist side by side with the ‘ud in the Castigas de Santa Maria ( The
Origin of Arabian Lute and Rebec: p.98 ). Sachs also describes how a type of Moorish
guitar to the fourteenth century ‘la guitarra morisca’ used by the Spaniards was more and
more influenced by the lute today, which descended from the ‘ud ( 1940:525 ).
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(1). Hall D.G.E (1970 ); Jhons, A.H.( 1981 ) Wolters ( 1981 ); Andaya and Andaya
(1982); Alatas ( 1985); Reid ( 1993:2000) Tarling ( 1992 ) and Heuken ( 2002 ).
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(1). Personal communication: Dr. Farid Alatas: 26" July 1999.

(2). Farmer mentioned that the pople from al-Yemen ( Yemen ) had an instrument
called qanbus, which is also reffered to as qabus could be traced back to the
pre-Islamic time ( 1931:73 ).

(3). Photograoh courtesy of P. Bonnefant.

(4). Jean Lambert in a letter to me mentioned that zafin ( zapin ) is a kind of dance
known to he Hadramis and Gulf Arabs, Zafin may have a ganbus in the musical
performance. It is more an aristocratic musical art from ( letter dated: 27 December
1999).

(5). On a number of occasions I have witnessed to he performance of zapin music and
dance held within the Arab ( Hadrami) community in Singapore. These evening
musical performance are called “samrah”. The Gambus plays the main role in the
zapin performance in amrah evenings. An interesting observation made at these
performance was that the musician who were engaged to perform in the samrahwere
from Indonesia. Most of the musician were of Arab ( Hadrami ) descent. They were
very accomplished musician who not only played Arabic tunes but also Lagu-Lagu
Melayu (songs ) and tunes from popular Hindustani film music. Loopuyt mentions
that “morisco” (Moors), reffering to he Spanish Muslims who were forced to
convert to Christianity, continued the tradition of the night musical sessions called
"zambras” ( personal communication: July 1999: France ).
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(1). Aghani, iv, 37 as quoted in the History of Arabian Music ( Famer: 1967 ). "Kitab
al-Aghani" ( Book of Songs) was writing by Abu al-Faraj al-Isbahani who lived
from 897 _ 967 A.D. ( Shiloah: 1997 ).

(2). The Malays use the word "samrah" of "sharah" to refer to zapin Arab ( zapin of the
Arab ). Sharah dance from is not a zapin but I is usually danced by male performers
as an individual solo dance or in pirs. Professor Shiloah out to me to me the word
“samrah” or "zambras" derives from the Arabic samara or musamara, which means
nocturnal conversation and depicts a "literary” genre. He also mentioned the word
“samrah” used in Yemen, designating a nocturnal entertainment session which

inclues singing, dances, and music making ( personal communication: July 1999:
France ).
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(1). The nineteenth-century events in the Malay world were significant because of:
1 - Large influx of Hadrami emigration "diaspora" ( alatas: 1997 ).
2 _ The opening of the Sucz Canal in 1869 and shortend sea journey.
3 - The increase Hadrami trade with the Malay archipelago.

4 - And the new arrival of the Islamic mullahs and religious sholar ( ulamas ) from
Hadramaut to this region.
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(1). "Race" is a biological term that is sometimes confused with ethnicity. The term
race is scientifically flawedwhen used to defin categories such as Chinese,
Malays, Indias, etc. It is a biological term to identify with racial categories such
as Mongoloid, Caucasiod and Negriod Even more important is the social and
cultural factors that imply one's membership to a particular ethnic group and nor
just the racial outlook coulor of hair or skin. It is a term sometimes exploited for
political reasons. However, the decper definition of the term "race” is not within the
discussion of thi research. :

(2). Alatas describes this as Hadrami consciousness and identify. He pointed out that for
countries, "Hadramis marrid into Malay-Indonesian communities and retained their
cultural identities without losing their sense of Hadrami identity because such identity

is not national or ethnic but kinship-based” ( personal communication: 12 July 1999).
Also see Alatas ( 1996:10).
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(1). Inhabitants of Arab oriin can nowadays be found in all Southeast Asian countries,
with the exception of Loas ( Bajouned 1996 ). The vast majority, however, live in
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore ( Jonge and Kaptein eds. 2002 ). However, there
are also Hadrami Arabs first; then Malays. It seems that the more recent migrant
identify themselves more as Hadramis and less as Malays. Some Hadrami Arabs
also prefer to identify themselves as Malays because of the privileges they get as
Bumiputeras in Malaysia.,
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(1). Interview on Hadrami cuiture and music was conducted with as influential
Hadrami community elder, Syed Ali Alattas from Johor Bahru on the 27 June
2000. However, it has also used by Christian Arabs in the Middle East.

(2). This view about the populatiry of ‘ud replacing the Gambus Melayu in the late 19®
century is also shared by most Melay music scholars. The late Pak Fadzil Ahmad,
a distinguished perfomer attached to the ministry of culture, claims that the ‘ud
became more popular in around 897 in Johor, replacing the importance of Gambus
Melayu. Although some Malaymusician disagrec and mention that the ‘ud was only
introduced in the 1950’s.
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(1). Photograph courtesy of Toni Ferghali.

(2). 1 am greatful tp Lucie Rault at Musee de I'Homme ( France ) who made all the
nessesary arrangements for me to make a detailed study of the instrument. This
instrument was labled as "Gambusu" from Sulawesi, in Indonesia.

(3). See Poche ( 1984 ) and Kunst ( 1952/1994),

(4). Mohd. Taib Osman mentions the Persian influence on the culture of the Malays has
been particularly strong especially on the Malay royal court. Malay court ceremonie,
the title "Shah" for the sultans or rulers, literature and ideas on statecraft and
kingship, the literary style of court literature, and religious literature of Shi'ite
tradition, all bear indelible marks of Persian influence ( 1988:267 ). Also refer
to G.E. Marrison, "Persian influence on Malay life", Journal of the Malayan
Branch of the royal Asiatic socitys, XXVIII ( 1955:80). G.W.J Drewes comments
that the Persian influence seems to exist alongside the Arabian influence in the

Malay Archipelago in an article "New Light on the Coming of Islam to Indon¢sia”
(1985:7_-9).
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(1). The musician and scholar I spoke to in Indonesia ( S. Berrain ), Malaysia ( Professor
Mohd. Anis) and Brunei ( Haji Nayan bin Apong ) seems to agree that the Gambus
Melayu originated from alam melayu ( Malay world ).

(2). 1 am indebted to Dr. Nizar Ghanem and Dr. Jean Lambert fot the use of this
photograph.

(3). The astonishing fact was confirmed to me in a letter by Dr. Jean Lambert on 27
December 1999, Dr. Lambert is an authority on the music of Yemen. His work on
the Qanbus and ‘ud from Yemen discussed in La medicine de lame. Le chant de sana
dans la societe Yemenite Nanterre, Societe ethnoligie, 1997.
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(1). Van den Berg ( 2005 ) conducted research amoung the Arabs from Aceh to Maluku
in 884 and wa successful in providing census for each province.
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(1). The Arab migration actually started in the seventh century ( Hamka, 198]),
Our interview; however, only goes back to the eighteenth century migration. The
contemporary Arab community in Indonesia consists of descendants of the latter.
Our research suggests that Ahmad bin Muhammad’s life history is similar to the
pattern of migration from Hadramaut at that time.

(2). Nearly 100, of Arabs in Indonesia are of Hadramaut origin ( Frietag, 2005 ).
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(1). Migrant frm Hadramaut to Indonesia at that time had to stop over in India. They
married and adopted aspects of the Indian lifestyle such as dress, food and language.
They even married he local woman, this phenomenon probably gave rise to the
theory by many Dutch scholars that Islam came from Gujarat.

(2). The ba-Alwi community recognizes two strata. Namely sengke or totok and
peranakan. Sengke refer to migrants or those who were born in Indonesia but
embrance the sengke lifestyle. Peranakan refers to those who were born in Indonesia
and embrance a different lifestyle from the sengke.

(3). There is a joke amoung the Arabs in Indonesia about the senjke perception of the
peranakan as cowardly.

(4). The tradition of sending sons to Hadramaut was terminated after Indonesian
independence. However, this tradition was revived during the communist era due
to conflicting ideologies. Beginning in the 1980s, this tradition was revived for
educational purposes, to learn both Islam and Arabic ( Shahab, 2005 ).
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(1). Some of Ali bin Ahmad bin Shahab’s sins have migrated to and permanently settled

in Hadramaut.

(2). The majority are Betawi, the indigenous of Jakarta.
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(1) .Gabail and ba-Alwi are strata among the Arab ( Bujra, 1975). In literature they
are also known as ba Alwi and Syech/Irsyadin ( Mona, Leila, 2007).

(2).up tp 1970, there were a limited number of masques in Jakarta. It was only during
the Soeharto era that mosques began to proliferate.
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