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Abstract

The current study is M.A thesis entitled " Rock Art and inscriptions in Wadi
Hadramout " . It is a historical archeological study covers a span dated back
from the second millennium B.C to the first millennium A.D and contains of
five chapters , introduction , conclusion and a number of appendixes .

The introduction tackles the importance and the statement of the study , reasons
of selection the study topic and its objectives . It further tackles a
demonstration of the field and library methodology used to collect data and its
analysis .

In chapter one , the researcher presented a geographical access in which he
disclosed the climate of the area and in the historical aspect , the researcher
clarified the most significant and previous archeological studies in Hadramout
region in particular along with some marks to the most important archeological
works in this topic in other regions in the Arabia Peninsula .

In chapter two , the researcher reviewed the rocky paintings and inscriptions
and their relation with other similar arts such as inscription and painting . The
researcher reviewed the history of emerging the ancient arts as an introduction
to his topic in addition to a presentation of art and its significance .

In chapter three , the researcher presented a new reading for the rocky
inscriptions and paintings at the studying area and demonstrated the result of
the study conducted in Wadi Hadramout during the period " 2006-2009"
concluded by a discovery of 27 new sites including a huge number of paintings
and inscriptions executed by different methods .

During the review process , the researcher compared such inscriptions and
paintings discovered with other rocky inscriptions from different sites in
Yemen and Arabian Peninsula . This assisting him to recognize many
information about methods and patterns used in addition to the relative date of
these rocky inscriptions and paintings depending on the ancientness degree and
pattern and module of the paintings and inscriptions basically on the
comparison with other similar works in Yemen and Arabian Peninsula.

In chapter four , the researcher reviewed the basic components and elements of
these paintings and inscriptions indicating their divisions and types and their
distribution site as follow :

1- Animal paintings

2- Human paintings

3- Tools and arms

4- Other Symbols & Figures

5- Inscriptions



In chapter five , the researcher reviews the technical aspects , techniques and
tools used in the implementation of rocky inscriptions and drawings at the
study area . Then, he classified them and compare them with their similarities
in other sites in Yemen and Arabian peninsula . He observed a number of
different methods such as signatures and other writing figures with different
forms , some of them written with Thamod font , other written with yamani
zaboor . We found that the majority is written with Almosnad font.

The principal issue faced the researcher is the accurate identification of the
historical framework in terms of inscriptions and some drawings due to lack of
compliance with the standard rules at each period , this led to diversity in
figures in one site regarding the inscriptions and drawings . However, the
identification of relative dimension is subjected to amendment which is
basically based on comparison .

In conclusion , the researcher reviewed the study results including a record of
the number of discovered inscriptions ( 223 inscription ) , mostly are proper
nouns and approximately 100 drawings of different methods and patterns.

The study also includes a list of the references , appendixes , maps , satellite
photos , pictures , unpacking drawing of the inscriptions and drawings . the
study was concluded by abstract written in both Arabic and English .
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