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THIS AGREENEWT made the . 7 4 day ot,(é/./ﬁ""
One thousand nine hundred and fifty (1950) Between SYED ARUBAKAR
BIN HUSAIN BIN ABDULLAH ALEAFF of Terim, Hadrsmout in Areabia,
landowner, of the one part, SYED ABUBAKAR BIN SHAIKH NIN ARDUIL)
RAHMAN ALKAFF of Seiyun, Hadramout aforesaid, Lendowner, SYED
BASSAN BIN SHAIKH BIN ABIULSAHMAN ALKAFP of Terim aforessid,
Iandowner, and SYED OMAR BIN SHAIKH RIN ABDULRAHNAN ALEAFP of
Terim aforesaid, lLandowner, together of the other part.

WHEREAS on the lst day of Jemuary 1949 Syed Abubakar bin
Husain bin Abdullah Alkaff being the sole proprietor of the firm
of "ALKAPP & CO."™ at 70 The Aroade, Singapore, took into partner-
ship with him as from that date the seid Syed Abubsksr bin Shaikh
bin Abdulrshmen Alkaff, Syed Hsssan bin Shaikh bin Abdulrabmsn
Alkaff apd Syed Omar bin Shoikh ba"llda-- Alkaff who each
paid to him sums of 9,53.”'63 fnr » one-fourth share esch of the
* SEuete A EOSAWIAY of the seid firm.

AND WHEHEAS it has "'.JW the said four
parties that articles of m; being these presenta should
be drawm up and entered into providing for the constitution of
the seid partnership and for the osrrying on of the said business
of ALKAPF & CO.

NOW IT IS HERSEBY AGEEED as followss=
1. The said four parties heroto (hereinsfter oalled the partners)
hersby severslly covenant with ssoh other that they will become
and be partners in the said business snd Tirm of ALKAPP & 0O.
(hereinsfter called the Company) upon the terms and subjeat to the
‘conditions hereinafter contained.

2. The pertnership ss herein constituted shall be deemed to have
commenced on the lst day of Januery 1949 and shall ocontinuo until
determination es hereinafter provided.

3. The style or firm name shall be ALEAFF & CO. and the business
of the Compeny shall be such business 25 may de mutuslly decided
upon from time to time by the majority of the partners and shall
be cerried on st Singspore ar at such other place as may be agreed
upon as aforesaid.
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2.

KR N The said four parties hereto shall have equel shares in
the goodwill cspital and sssets of the Company. Any further
capital from time to time required for the purpose of the partnere
ship busindss shall be contributed by the said four parties hereto
in equal shares,

5.  The net profite of the Compsny shall be divided snmually
into 6 equal shares - 2 shores shall be equnlly divided between
the said parties hereto. The remeining 4 shares shall be divided
amongst such persons as the partners may from time to time sppoint
to be Managing Agents of the Company ( whether they be partners
themselves or not ) in the share laid down by the four parties
hereto in the sppointment of such Menaging Agents. In the ocase
of any loss having been incurred in the ynr in question 2/6ths
of suoh loss shall be made M"t&. t-u-m m in

ro— lar-SHA11 be mide 008 by the Fadaging

Agents in the same and proportions as suoh Managing
Agente would have been entitled %0 Feoeive the profits, if any.
But provided always that nothing herein contained shall ocreate or
be deemed to creste sny partnership between the four perties
hereto snd the Managing Agents for the time being end that nothing
herein conteined shall entitle such Managing Agents to sny shares
in the capital assets or goodwill of the Company.

« 6.,  The Bankers of the partnership shell be the Bankers of
-_ﬂﬁmslnn-cumwnﬁmn-nkorhm
ouummcummtmtmuu—wmm
-i'hhduumo.

A A A1l partnership moneys (not required for current
expenses) and securities for momey shell as =nd when received be
paid into and deposited in ome of the aforessid banks to the

~ eredit of the pertnership sccount. All cheques on any such
mmub-dmlnthcnu&tmmm-ybou
CI-bymmmwiyan;onooftlul-mtgm’tot
the time being who shall in like manner have power to indorse or
#ccept on behalf of the Company sny bills of exchange or cheques,

ol y g IS A i3 AL | A 2 2B g
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«3.

/8. The usual books of account shsll be kept properly posted
i, snd 2hall not be removed from the place or respactive places
of business without the comsent of sll the partners or their
authorised representative. Each partner or his suthorised
representative shall have free access to them at all times and
shall be at liderty to make such extracts therefrom as he nay
think rit.

9. At the end of esach English or Mohamedsn year during the
continuance of the partnership or st such time as any of the
Partners shall require or demand, an sgcount shall be taken in
the manner customary sameng the Arab traders and a copy thereof
ﬁthom&thm-IhonuNbﬂﬂtm’
unlsss some menifest exror shall bs discovered within fifteen
daye of the receipt by him of such 4in which case such
error shall be rectified. m‘gu:::r the preparation

;”‘ 4 e it or loss as shown by such

socount shall be divided or comtributed e provided in Clsuse 5

hereof, e

10, Bach pertner shall be just and faithful to the others

of them and st all times give to such others full informestion

and truthful explsnations of sll matters relating to the affeirs

g ummm,mmumq-mmmummu

earrying on the business for their mutusl sdvantage.

11, l.mﬂnilﬂlmﬂuemhmmwth

I others.

3 (a) Either direotly or indirectly engage in any other business.

(\)hhun-pmuorhuncu-iuw-Mohrkw
servant of the Compeny.

(e) Purchase, sgree to purchase, or pey any deposit for the
purchase of eny property for or on behalf of the Compsny,
excapt for such items as are required in the routine
management of the Company's business.

(d) Enter into any bond or become beil or surety for any
peraon or knowingly csuse or suffer to be dome anything
whereby the partnership property msy be endangered,

ol y g IS A i3 AL | A 2 WGy
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" (e) Sell or reconvey eny groperty which has been mortgaged
charged or pledged to %he Company whether or not such
| sale would be profitsble to the Compeny,

(f) REngage any lawyer to Pepresent the Company or himself
in matters relating €0 the Company's affairs either
in Singspore or eslsewhere,

12. If any pertner shall :-

(a) Commit sny bresch of amy of the provisions of Clauses
10 or 11 of these presents, or

(b) Become phyzically or mentally unfit to attend to the
business, or

(o) Be convioted of any ériminal offence, or

(d) Die, or
Do or suffer sny met ym- ground for the

happening thereof the partnership shall
imnedistely determine as between that partner sml the surviving
partners but shall continue ss amongst the surviving partners so
long as there sre two or more of them and »
(1) 4if eny such event shall oceur within the first 6 months
of the Compeny's finsncisl year the estate of the pariner
so dying or the partner so in default as aforessid shall
not be entitled to participste in any profits of and shall
not be lisble to contribute to sny locses incurred by the
partnership in respect of the finsncisl year of the
pertnership in gquestion
(11) 4f sny such event shall ocour within the second 6 months
of the Company's financisl year the estate of the partner
s0 dying or the partner so in default as aforssaid shall
be entitled to share in the profits of the firm for the
whole of the said fimencial yesr of the partnership during
which such event ocours or shall similarly be liable to
contribute his share in the full loss incurred by the
business during the said financial year of the partnership
in question
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shares absolutely. ¥

13« If any partner shall desire to retire from the partner
ohip he may give written notice of such his desire to the other
‘partners, which notige shall tske effeot immedistely it has
been delivered to the other partners. Any pertner so retiring
mmutmdmrﬁamxmmn«u
anummamm,mmn
hhﬂhhmmﬁaﬂmmmmuw

loss suffored by the Ow*‘.))o-&“ his retirement.
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Abdullsh bin Ab@ulrahman Aliaff and shall be locked after by
the Trustees for the time being of the six Deeds or Settlement
dated the 21st Decemdber 1588, 17th Maveh 1893, 18th Cetober 1898,
8th October 1901, 4th April 1905 and 25th December 1906 and
made by Oyed haikh bin Abdulrahmen Alksff and Syed Mehamed bin

Abdulrahmen Alksff or one of them. Such Trustees shall there-
B ot Aharsatior he' ottt ve the seme sul suhjast b0
their granting an indemnity ¥0 the parties hereto thay shall
be entitled to carry on business in Singepore or elsewhers under
name as they may think £it snd shall hold such name and
and the profits ariding from the carrying on of any
business for their own personal use benefit and enjoyment

tives of all of them or betwsen the Manmging Agents and whether
or after the determimntion of the partnership and whether
: to the interpretation of these presents or to any
@0t or comission of either party to the dispute or as to any act
which ought to be done by the parties in dispute or either of
them or in relstion $o any other matter whatsoever touching the
pertnership affairs shall be determined in mccordance with the
laow for the time beinz in forve in the Colony of Singapore

ond shall be referred to the arbitration of 4 arbitrators to be
mppointed jointly by the partners for the time being or the

_ majority of them, in acoordance with and subjeot to the provi-
?u-«mmnmmmwumm-smx—m-
".uw modification thereto for the time being in foroe in the
" Qolony of Singapare or sny other lew in foroe in such place

- where the business of the partnership for the time being is
'-x'zulu.. m-uhmimﬁ-uhuhnhnmlhm-
~ dants of either fyed Shaikh bin Abdulrahmen Alkeff or Syed

~ Abdullsh bin Abdulrahmen Alkeff.
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IN WITNESS WHEHEOP the uaid parties to these presents
have hereunto set their hands the day and yesr first sbovesritten.
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SYED ABUBRAKAR BIN HUSAIN BIN
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Sayyid Abu Bakr Al Kaf's house,

Bin Dar, Seiyun 1936

Architect: Sayyid Alawi bin Abu Bakr bin Alawai Al Kaf
Photo: Harold and Doreen Ingrams

213 il (6,5 je0
(02293 4y g (pualy20) de gozmn (o 3yguall)



\Yy

Sayyid Abu Bakr Al Kaf's house,
Bin Dar, Seiyun, Seiyun 1936.
Architect: Sayyid Alawi Al Kaf.
Photo: Harold and Doreen Ingrams
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Sayyid Abu Bakr Al Kaf's house,

Bin Dar, Seiyun 1936

Architect: Sayyid Alawi bin Abu Bakr bin Alawi Al Kaf
Photo: Harold & Doreen Ingrams
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Bin Dar, Seyyid Abu Bakr Al Kaf’s house. Seiyun. 1937

Bin Dar, Seiyun
Interior

Bin Dar, Sciyun 8.X11.36
Harem exterior.

Bin Dar, Seyyid Abu Bakr’s house, Seiyun, 8.X11, 1936
Harem Prayer Place, Seiyun
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comes hack to

S'pore

A TALL silvery hair-
ed,

Arabian knight

busught an. air of
«%ué‘m:nm

terday when he arrived

in the Canton.

Sir Syed Abubakar
bin Sha Alkallf, 67,
who has been awa
from Singapore for 3
years, chatted about the
women of Arabia—and
the Queen.

Sir  Abubakar, who
lra% awarded the KB.E.
in 1933, was recelved by
the Queen during her
visit to Aden in 1955,

Refused

“I travelled 500 miles
from the Hadramaut
to see her but I refused
to bow before her be-
cause my religions be-
liefs did not permit it
he said,

“Mind you, the Queen
is one of the most
gracious and charming
women I have ever
met,” he said.

At the presentation
ceremony oSicials

Sir Syed Abubakar

but adds: “I am a

of simple living. lml.ii:
to be alone ang my only
ambition is to do good

When asked how ma
paves e baa, he iy

& 2l IS¢,
A chair with a cushivn
was placed belore the
Queen. Kneeling on the
cushion with one knee,
Sir Abubakar paid his
respects to the Queen,
He comes from an
ancient, wealtby and
high class Arab family,
which it is elalmed, has
lived in the Hadramaut
for nearly 1,000 years.

More inferest

Comihg Trom & coun-
try where polygamy is
lawful and where wo-
men _stitl live a very
secluded ll!e,'lsir Abut-
bakar said: “I person-
ally  feel  that the

: women sho come
c12 and {ake an aclive
interest in the educa-
tional and social field™

At the moment thes:
was only one girls
:chmzl&‘tzhoe Had::;
maul YeArs A
with Sir Abubakar?
help. He said it would
be yi/'s befole the

forgot  their

yness,

Sir Abubakar says he
lives In a 40-room palace
with ¢/ imming Dpools
and sprawling gardens,

- ¥ “We
o not discuss such
Sir Abubakar, who is
on a brief visit to Sl'nf:i
pore, said he was g
the Federation was gain- ..
ing her independence.
1 must say she owes
her gratitude to Britain
for paving the way.
Talking about Singa-
pore, he said: “Three-
Quarters of the buildings
in the island are new.”
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In Memoriam

Sayyid Abubakr bin Shaikh Al-Kaff KBE,
by JOHN DUCKER

Fifty years ago Sayyid Abubakr bin Shaikh Al-Kaff
philanthropist and peacemaker, was knighted for
his public services in Hadhramaut, now a province
of the Republic of Yemen. John Ducker, who served
as a political officer in the region before
independence, pays tribute to his memory.

Abubakr bin Shaikh Al-Kaff was a member of a very
successful family of Tarim Sayyids which made a
substantial fortune in trading and real estate in
Singapore and the Dutch East Indies.

He was born in Singapore in ¢1890, but spent the
best part of his life in Wadi Hadhramaut, and the
best part of his fortune in seeking to bring peace to
the region. He was largely instrumental in
persuading the British authorities in Aden to take a
more active interest in the welfare of his homeland.
In 1934 Harold Ingrains was sent on an exploratory
visit; he returned to the area in 1936 to work with
Sayyid Abubakr and the local Qu’aiti and Kathiri
rulers to persuade the warring tribes to accept a
three year truce. Sayyid Abubakr’s personal
influence and liberal purse played a crucial role in
negotiations leading to the general pacification of
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the country, which laid the basis for its future
security and stability

Before these events, Sayyid Abubakr had already
embarked on the construction of a road from the
coast to the interior, financing much of the cost
from his own pocket, including payments to
compensate local tribesmen for the loss of income
earned by their camel caravans before the advent of

ravelers transport. He was also involved in the
running and improvement of a hospital and school
in Tarim, financed by the Al-Kaff family charity,
which provided free medical care and education to
the local population.

In 1938 Sayyid Abubakr was appointed Companion
of the British Empire (CBE) for his public services.
The importance of his peacemaking role is vividly
attested by a petition signed early that year by some
ninety nine Hadhrami notables. This urged him to
postpone his reported intention of  ravelers
abroad for fear that his absence would put at risk
the peace and reforms which he had helped to
initiate.

Sayyid Abubakr was a man of independent spirit
who did not hesitate to speak his mind. When he
was advanced to KBE in 1953, he declined to give up
his CBE, as protocol required, remarking that what
the British gave with one hand, they took away with
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the other! Both decorations appeared in his
letterhead. In 1954 he was formally knighted by HM
Queen Elizabeth during her one and only visit to
Aden. During the ceremony Sayyid Abubakr was
exempted from the requirement to kneel before the
Sovereign; he had earlier made it clear that as a
Muslim he could only kneel before God.

Sayyid Abubakr was respected in his personal life as
a devout Muslim and a man of his word; and he was
blessed with a wife who had an equally high
reputation. Ingrains wrote of him at some length in
his book, Arabia and the Isles. From the early
1930s until his death in 1965,Western  ravelers
and many British officials, myself included,
benefited from his wisdom, help and unstinting
hospitality.

I was in Seiyun at the time of his death when
hundreds of mourners from all over Hadhramaut
gathered to pay their last respects to him. Joined
the vast crowd following his coffin for the
ceremonies of burial, with drums beating and
women wailing from the rooftops. It was a hot
morning and the dust of the long funeral procession
rose in the still air. We later gathered at the
mudbrick palace of Sayyid Abubakr’s son-in-law,
Mashhur bin Hassan Al-Kaff, to express our
condolences to members of the family
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With the exception of Sultan Saleh bin Ghalib Al-
Qu’aiti (d. 1958), there was no comparable figure in
the Aden Protectorate of his generation. Sayyid
Abubakr was a great conciliator and public
benefactor whose name will be remembered with
respect long into the future.



