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hospitality. He played a good role on encouraging
literature by making competition on poetry among the
poets assigning valuable prizes for the winners. He
supported most of the associations, schools and journg]g
in Hadhramout and overseas. He made many reformg:
political, social, economical and cultural.

He traveled to Egypt and to the Two Holy Mosquesin
Mecca and Medina. Due to his generosity he could wip
the trust of his people. During his stay in Singapore he
got the title of (G.b) from the British Government.

Seiyid Abdulrahman went on his benevolent and
reformatory way of life granting a lot of money to the
poor. He lived his age commited to the high morals
recommended by the Prophet Mohammed, peace be
upon him, following the way of life of the ancestors of
the Saddah Alaween in Hadhramout until his death on
1948.

This is a brief prelude to this book and to the most
important deeds of that Reformer, There are many other
activities in the book supported by documents and photos
which cannot be covered all in this brief prelude.
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continued its mission in the reformative and social duties
until 1945.

2. On 1932 He established four schools called Alkaff
schools: three of them in Tarim and the fourth in Seiyun.
They teach reading writing, religion Jurisprudence,
Quran, grammer, composition, history, morals and
mathmetics. The students get education free of charge all
together with free books and all educational means and

stationery.

3. He built the first benevolent Hospital On 1932 in
Tarim called Alkaff Hospital, equipped with modern
appliances and medical equipments. He brought doctors
from India, Iraq, and Morocco. Patients from all over
Hadhramout were treated and given medicine free.

4. He established two spacious Libraries in Tarim and
Seiyun contain a lot of books: printed and manuscripts. It
contains about 20 manuscripts of The Holy Quran
written in gold. The old copy was on the year of 855.

On his account he printed many books on different
sciences such as religion, literature, history, astronomy
etc.

In addition to the above Seiyed Abdulrahman made
many benevolent projects such as the building of a house
for the foreigners in Tarim with all the generous
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During his migration and due to his high position among
his native people He was assigned president of the Arab
Club, Head of Alrabita Alalawiah (Alawiah League) in
Singapore and president of the Hadhrami Community
during The Conference of the Hadhrami Reformation
Held on 1927 in Singapore.

In Indonesia He built two mosques and granted a lot of
money to most of the Hadhrami Leagues there, besides
other Reformations and projects.

In his country Hadhramou He made a lot of benevolent
projects. Hereunder some of the most important of them:

1. Establishment of Alhag Association on 1915 which is
one of the most important Hadhrami Associations. He
made modern system and accurate rules for it. It was
established as a result for the disgusting chaos and
disorder in tarim resulted in trespassing the hepless
citizens by the slaves from the inside and the armed
trides outside. The Association succeeded in pacifying
the situation. It also controlled the social and the
administrative affairs in Tarim. From the same
Association came out Alhaq School which had a good
result on the social and scientific life, where many
distinguished Scolars (Olama) were graduated. Those
Scholars played on influential role on the events took
place in Hadhramout in that Era. The Association




Seiyid Abdulrahman Alkaff

Seiyid Abdulrahman Bin Shaikh alkaff descends from a
successful family related to Alawi Saddah of Tarim. The
Alkaff family could form a huge wealth mostly on
properties (trade and estates) in Singapore and Java. He
became the Head of the family when his father. The
founder of the fortune Shaikh Bin Abdulrahman alkaff,

passed away.

Seiyid Abdulrahman was born in Singapore on about
1886. His father related with him to Hadhramout, one of
the governates of The Republic of Yemen, on 1892 in
the early years of his age , where he was born up in the
lap of dignity, honour and prosper ity. In the early stage
of his life he was brought up in a religious and moral
atmosphere. His father directed him to learn Quran,
religion and Arabic, he learned a lot of that. Seiyid
Abdulrahman is the elder brother of Sir Abubaker bin

Shaikh alkaff.

On 1907 his father sent him to Singapore to look after the
business of the family, where he spent 7 years and
established Alkaff company. After that he returned to
Hadhramout on 1914, staying there until 1918 when he
traveled again to Slngapore to take care of Alkaff
Company affairs for about 14 years. On 1932 it was his
last return to Hadhramout from Singapore.
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